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The Albert Jorgensen Auditorium hosted
the Class of 2008 Commencement Exercises
on June 18th.  The graduates, clad in robes
of red, black, and red/black marched (or cart
wheeled) across the stage to receive their
diplomas from the members of the Board of
Education.  Eric Sibiga, class treasurer,
announced the class gift.  With a $2500 bal-
ance in their account, the class decided to
donate $500 to Breast Cancer Research, and
to establish from the balance two $1000
scholarships
reserved for a
senior from the
Class of 2009
and from the
class of 2010.
Marta
Jamrozik, class
secretary,
introduced the
graduation
speaker.  Matt
Green, Class
of 1992, is
now a member
of the Blue
Man Group,
performing 6
times a week
in the greater
Boston area.
Having earned a degree in acting from the
University of Connecticut, he overcame
challenges and disappointments to become a
veteran member of this popular performing
team.  He advised the graduates to not be
overwhelmed by failures.
Instead failures should be consid-
ered detours on the road to fol-
lowing dreams and to pursuing
passions.  The class advisors, Ms.
Najarian and Mr. DeVito,
announced the 2008-2009 teacher
of the year, Mr. Nardine, and Mr.
White, senior class guidance
counselor, announced Danielle
King as the recipient of the E.O.
Smith Award.  Immediately the
auditorium erupted with
applause, beach balls, and silly
string. Mr. DeLoreto spoke of the
seniors whose talents, school
spirit, and generosity moved him

throughout their four years.  Through an
unprecedented act of generosity shown by
the class officers, Doug Murphy, the former
class president, was asked to address the
class in his characteristically offbeat way,
comparing life with a Starbuck coffee cre-
ation.  “Always leave room for more and
new experiences will fill up the cup.”
Kenny Dautrich then gave the farewell
address praising the class camaraderie and
thanking all parties who supported the class

throughout their four years. Marching out to
Graham Colton’s “Best Days”, the class of
2008 begins ‘life after high school’.       

Upbeat Ceremony Sends
Seniors Off In Style
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E.O. Smith Alumnus Matt Green (Class of ‘92) inspired graduates
to push beyond “failure” and create their own unique future.  A
fitting message from a Blue Man.



This year, four long time E.O. Smith educators are
retiring.  Peter Salesses has served as the school’s
Library Media Center Director since the 1970’s.  Mrs.
Carol Stewart arrived to teach math in the early 1980’s,
then spent many years guiding students as a school
counselor.  Ms. Anne Lorch replaced a well-known
E.O. Smith art teacher, then became one herself
through years of caring for her students.  And Dr.
Barbara Pivarnik put her four children through E.O.
Smith, and arrived hear herself in the late 1980’s, serv-
ing as a school counselor ever since.  Together the four
have logged nearly 100 years of service to the school,
and became an integral part of the fabric that makes
our school community special.  The Oracle caught up
with each and asked a few questions:

Oracle: How many years have you worked at E. O.
Smith?

Dr. Pivarnik: 19 years.
Mr. Salesses: About 30 years. 
Mrs. Lorch: 20 years here at EO Smith and 10 years of
teaching elsewhere = 30 years total.
Mrs. Stewart: I have been at E.O. Smith for 25 years,
half of which was spent in the math department and the
other half in the guidance department. Both are awesome
departments and I feel so very lucky to have been a part
of both.

Oracle: What would you say has been the biggest
change or accomplishment while you were here?

Dr Pivarnik: ...I would have to say that not much has
changed, because students are always students. They are
constantly teaching us lessons, and offering us so much
wisdom.

Mr. Salesses: Two renovations and changes in technol-
ogy.

Mrs. Lorch: The biggest change was all the packing
and moving we did. It was either for asbestos removal,
or going to a temporary classroom, and then finally mov-
ing into our beautiful new art rooms.
The accomplishments while here at EO Smith have been
how excellent the students have done at the state and
national Scholastic Art Awards. I have had students win
in gold key, silver key and honor mention areas at the
state level. I am most proud of the students who have
gone onto the national awards. I have had one student
receive a gold key for ceramics and four others who
received silver keys in drawing. We went to Carnegie
Hall in New York City for them to receive their awards.
It makes my heart sing.

Mrs. Stewart: I think the biggest change at E.O. Smith
has been going from a small student body to such a

large one and trying to keep the same “small school
feeling”. I think the faculty and staff have really worked
hard to do that and their commitment to that is evident
in all of that they do.

I think one of our accomplishments has been introduc-
ing the Post Secondary School Fair to service our grow-
ing population, as well as taking students who may not
have had the opportunity otherwise to visit our local col-
leges. 

Oracle: After you leave E.O., what are your plans?

Dr. Pivarnik: Well, I’m planning to relax and take time
to reflect on life. I’m going to change my pace and my
priorities, but I hope to always have young people some-
how involved in what I am doing. 

Mr. Salesses: Get out of Dodge.
Mrs. Lorch: Being an Art Teacher is so much of who I

am... so I am planning on opening up my own studio in
Bolton, where I will teach and do my own art work.
There are many things I want to create. I also plan on
spending lots of time with my husband at our place on
Lake Ossipee in New Hampshire and going out sportin’
in our 1930 Model A Ford Coupe. Some traveling is also
on our agenda.

Mrs. Stewart: I am hoping to work part time and to
spend more time with my family, particularly with my
new grandson.

Oracle: Do you have any messages for the current
and future students of E. O. Smith?

Dr. Pivarnik: Never compare who you are or what you
do to anyone else. So many problems in our world come
from people comparing themselves to others, and think-
ing that they don’t have the right body type or don’t take
enough AP tests. Continue to know that everyone is a
star, and that everyone has a special mission in life.
Enjoy being young, and use your talents to work for jus-
tice.

Mr. Salesses: Listen to your parents; they have the wis-
dom of the ages.

Mrs. Lorch: There are so many possibilities here and
out there... you can be learning your whole lifetime, so
take advantage of it.
Mrs. Stewart: Words of wisdom!! I would tell students to
work hard and try to find their passion in life. I would
hope that each of them will be as lucky as I have been,
to truly find a job that they love and to be able to work
with outstanding people. 
I would also hope that they can make healthy and safe
decisions as they go through life!

And a final question for Dr. Pivarnik:

Oracle: Those of us who have you as a school counselor
are wondering who will be our counselor next year.

A: The department has hired three new members, and my
current students will be divided up among them. But I
will be available at Friendly’s after school if anyone

Four Long-Time E.O. Smith 
Educators Set To Retire

By Anna Greene

Mr. Salesses has proven that buy working at E.O.
Smith for long enough, one can begin to resemble
Edwin O. Smith himself.

Mrs. Anne Lorch

Mrs. Carol Stewart Mr. Peter Salesses

Dr. Barbara Pivarnik
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Caitlin Alger
Maine College of Art

Elijah Allison
Temple University

Mohamed Ammar
University of Connecticut

Stephanie Armstrong
Eastern Connecticut 
State University

Annabelle Atkin
University of Connecticut

Michael BarShalom
Johnson & Wales University

Justin Belden
Air Force

Daniel Berger
University of Delaware

Alicia Berry
Southern Connecticut 
State University

Jennifer Blanchette
Massage Therapist

Paul Bloom
University of Connecticut

Lucinda Booth
University of Mary Washington

Dana Boyer
University of Connecticut (Engineering)

Francisco Bravo
University of Connecticut

Jocelyn Breton
Middlebury College

Stephen Brodie
Eastern Connecticut State University

Jason Brown
Cheney Tech 

Andrew Bruhn
Georgetown University

Christopher Bruner
Manchester Community College

Gerard Caron
Employed

William Cassidy
University of Connecticut

Carriel Cataldi
Quinebaug Valley Community College

Cory Charpentier
University of Connecticut

Kevin Chen
Eastern Connecticut 
State University

Chelsea Cherrier
Employed

Brandon Civie
Military
Carmine Colangelo
University of Connecticut

Matthew Coleman
University of Vermont

Nathanial Cooper
Brown University

Julianne Cornell
Manchester Community College

Nicole Cote
Eastern Connecticut State University

Erin Cowles
University of Minnesota,Twin Cities

Samuel Cox
University of Oklahoma

Catherine Crossgrove
Manchester Community College

Adam Crosthwaite
Military

Brittany Cunningham
Manchester Community College

Brooke Cyr
Manchester Community College

Joshua Cyr
East Carolina University

Chelsea Daigle
Employed

Courtney Dancosse
Manchester Community College

Kenneth Dautrich
Franklin and Marshall College

Jacob Devine
Eastern Connecticut State
University

Thomas Doiron
Career Education

Johanna Driscoll
University of Delaware

Taryn Duchaineau
Quinebaug Valley 
Community College

Sarah Dumais
Manchester Community College

Russell Dutta
University of Connecticut

Robert Dutton
Employed

Jenny Easow
University of Connecticut

Connor Edington
Keene State College

Sarah Elliott
University of Vermont

Samuel Enderle
University of Connecticut

Caroline Engsberg
Wheaton College

Jeremy Erickson
Unity College

Michael Fisher
Employed

Katie Fletcher
University of Rhode Island

TThhee  OOrraaccllee
Destinations  

of  the  
Class  of  2008



Brendan Flynn
University of Pittsburgh

William Freeman
Baran Institute of Technology

Colin Gallant
Connecticut College

Anna Garrett
University of Connecticut

Sarah Garrison
New England Inst. of
Cosmetology

Joseph Godlewsky 
University of Connecticut

Crisostomo Gomez
University of Rhode Island

Heather Gormley
Quinebaug Valley 
Community College

Riva Gosselin
Employed

Christopher Gross
University of Connecticut

Nishang Gupta
University of Connecticut

Sarah Gyure
Eastern Connecticut
State University (Education/Teaching)

Dana Haddad
University of Connecticut

Tanisha Harris
Manchester Community 
College (Secondary Education)

Heather Hawkins
Branford Hall Career Institute

Courtney Hawthorne
Ambulance Service

Kyle Haythorn
University of Connecticut

Rebecca Heinz
Manhattanville College

Madeline Hennessey
Skidmore College

Katherine Histen
University of Connecticut

Susannah Hufstader
Colby College

Nina Hunter
University of Connecticut

Jesse Jaber
Drexel University

Jonathan Jackson
Employed

Hawk Jaconski
Lynn University

Casey James
Manchester Community College

Marta Jamrozik
University of Chicago

Dana Jenkins
Southern New Hampshire University

Alison Jones
Bishop's University

Amanda Jordan
Eastern Connecticut State University

Naomi Jungden
The University of Findlay

Daniel Kagan
University of Connecticut

Chelsea Kelleher
Manchester Community College

Brian Kellner
Army

Michelle Ketchum
Purchase College

Julie Kim
University of Rochester

Danielle King
American University

Veneranda Kirway
Saint Joseph College

Megan Knowles
University of Rhode Island

Lisa Konieczny
University of Vermont

Trevor Koropatkin
Employed

Maximilian Kort
University of Connecticut

Paul Krasicki
Eastern Connecticut State
University

Zachary Kronisch
Manchester Community College

Ashley Krukoff
Three Rivers Community College

Tannin Kueffner
Going Abroad

Brenna LaBarre
Cornell University

Ellen LaMonica
University of New Hampshire

Jedidiah Lane
Rhode Island College

Sarah LaPrad
University of Connecticut

Sarah Lavoie
Eastern Connecticut State University

Nicole Lawrence
Manchester Community College

Monika Lazauskas
University of Connecticut

James Lee
Pennsylvania State University,
University Park

Brittany Lewis
Central Connecticut State University

Brittney Lewis
Manchester Community College

TThhee  OOrraaccllee
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Brett Livingston
Three Rivers Community
College

Grace Lu
Cornell University

Michael Magnani
Pacific Lutheran University

Kyle Mahoney
Employed

Edward Makuch
Keene State College

Grace Malloy
University of Connecticut

Neal Manaskie
Salve Regina University

Benjamin Marouski
Full Sail Real World Education

Kyle Martin
Eastern Connecticut State University

Stephanie Martin
University of Connecticut

Danielle McDermott
University of Connecticut

Krystal McLellan
Three Rivers Community College

Ryan McMenemy
Eastern Connecticut State University

Ashley McWilliams
Employed

Devin Meissner
Transition Student

Michael Mellady
Temple University

Alexander Merced
Manchester Community College

Kevin Messer
Eastern Connecticut 
State University

Angelia Meyer
Eastern Connecticut
State University

Kathleen Miller
Rivier College

Alexander Milvae
Yale University

Joshua Mindek
University of Connecticut

Kaitlin Mindek
James Madison University

Lydia Mohrbacher
University of Connecticut

Kassandra Moore
Manchester Community College

Douglas Murphy
University of Connecticut

Sophia Murray
University of Colorado at Denver

Priyanka Nakka
Wellesley College

Gabrielle Nedweden
University of Connecticut

Brittney Nye
Manchester Community College

Brittany O'Connor
Daytona Beach Community College

Christopher O'Hanlon
Eastern Connecticut State University

Ryan Olander
Fairfield University

Ashlyn Olson
Boston University

Carly Olson
University of Rhode Island

Matthew Ouimette
University of Connecticut

Nicole Page
Central Connecticut State University

Hannah Palmer
Saint Joseph's College-ME

Andrew Paul
Manchester Community College

Katherine Paul
Eastern Connecticut
State University

Courtney Pelletier
University of Connecticut

Stephen Pelletier
University of Connecticut

Rafael Perez-Segura
University of Connecticut

Sabina Perkins
Stanford University

Nicole Peters
University of Connecticut

Elizabeth Phillips
Southern Connecticut State University

Daniel Phipps
University of Connecticut

Mallory Pillard
Manchester Community College

Rachel Pilver
Eastern Connecticut State University

Lucie Jing Ping
University of Connecticut

Cassandra PlattEmployed

Keith Polnik
Eastern Connecticut State University

Michael Portello
Central Connecticut 

State University
Ashley Porter

State University of New York at Albany

James Pritchardthorpe
University of Connecticut

Sean Pritchardthorpe
University of Connecticut

Sara Puhlick
University of Maine

TThhee  OOrraaccllee
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Keri Radell
Central Connecticut State
University

Melissa Radell
Employed

Minerva Ranjeet
University of Connecticut

Carissa Renfro
Old Dominion University

Sara Reynolds
Quinnipiac University

Kelsey Riordan
Transition Student

Jacqueline Rivard
Keuka College (Unified Childhood Education)

Megan Rock
University of Connecticut

Ashley Roderick
Manchester Community College

Christine Rodriguez
Manchester Community College

Nathan Ross
Eastern Connecticut State University

Taylor Rowley
Plymouth State University

Meaghan Roy-O'Reilly
University of Connecticut

Joanna Ryan
Saint Joseph College

Melanie Ryan
Western Connecticut State University

Jessalyn Salisbury
Eastern Connecticut State University

Anna Sarnek The George Washington
University (International Affairs)

Andrew Sawyer
Employed

Bethany Scafidi
University of Connecticut

James Schub
Employed

Emily Schwab
Williams College

Colton Schwenk

Queen's University

Kevin Semagin-Damio
Emerson College

Marysa Semprebon
Colorado State University

Katharine Shaiken
Elizabethtown College

Elyjah Shapera
Eastern Connecticut State University

Megan Sharma
Castleton State College

Brian Sharp
Employed

Thomas Sharp
Employed

Eric Sibiga
Bentley College

Chelsea Silva
Manchester Community College
(elementary education)

Shannon Smolen
Disney Career Start Program

Louisa Sonstroem
Amherst College

Mallory Stergakis
Manchester Community College

Kyle Strong
Eastern Connecticut 
State University

Leah Stygar
Quinebaug Valley Community College

Lindsay Sundberg
University of South Carolina, Aiken

Zachary Sundquist
University of North Dakota

Lindsay Sutherland
University of Rhode Island

Anthony Sycz
Quinebaug Valley Community College

Emily Szkudlarek
University of Connecticut

Jaclyn Tanguay
Mitchell College

Brittney Teixeira
Manchester Community College

Michael Thatcher
University of Hartford

Rebecca Theriault

Employed

Nicole Thibodeau
Cosmetology School

Valerie Thompson
Franklin Pierce University

Bridgette Travis
Hollins University

Peter Trueb
Manchester Community College

Chelsea Tuthill
Rockhurst University

Amanda Tyler
Lasell College

Audra Upton
Briarwood College

David Vaughan
New England Conservatory of Music

Charles Vinsonhaler
George Mason University

Ryan Wagner
Wake Forest University

Jacob Waleszczyk
University of Connecticut

Ashley Wells
Quinebaug Valley Community College

Crystal Wescott
Brandford Hall Career Institute

Bree-Ana Williams
Quinebaug Valley Community College

Savannah Williams
University of Connecticut

Daniel Wilson
Scottsdale Community College

Jacob Wilson
University of Connecticut

Laura Wood
Did not graduate/Returning/OP

Michael Zaritheny
Manchester Community College

Kevin Zizik
Scottsdale Community College
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National Merit Students Commended
Nathanial Cooper
Russell Dutta
Caroline Engsberg
Susannah Hufstader
Marta Jamrozik
Grace Lu
Stephanie Martin
Priyanka Nakka
Eric Sibiga
David Vaughan

National Merit Scholarship Finalists
Madeline Hennessey
Alexander Milvae
Sabina Perkins
Meaghan Roy-O'Reilly
Louisa Sonstroem

National Merit Scholarship
Alexander Milvae

President’s Education Award for Outstanding
Academic Excellence

Caitlin Alger
Mohamed Ammar
Annabelle Atkin
Dana Boyer
Jocelyn Breton
Nathanial Cooper
Erin Cowles
Caroline Engsberg
Brendan Flynn
Nishang Gupta
Madeline Hennessey
Katherine Histen
Susannah Hufstader
Marta Jamrozik
Julie Kim
Danielle King
Brenna LaBarre
Grace Lu
Stephanie Martin
Michael Mellady
Alexander Milvae
Priyanka Nakka
Rafael Perez-Segura
Sabina Perkins
Justin Salisbury
Emily Schwab
Louisa Sonstroem
Emily Szkudlarek
Ryan Wagner

President’s Education Award for Outstanding
Academic Achievement

Daniel Berger
Paul Bloom
William Cassidy
Cory Charpentier
Kenneth Dautrich
Johanna Driscoll
Russell Dutta
Jenny Easow
Joseph Godlewsky
Christopher Gross
Dana Haddad
Nina Hunter
Lisa Konieczny
Maximilian Kort
Tannin Kueffner
Sarah LaPrad
Grace Malloy
Kaitlin Mindek
Ryan Olander
Ashlyn Olson
Matthew Ouimette
Lucie Jing Ping
Sara Reynolds
Taylor Rowley
Meaghan Roy-O'Reilly
Bethany Scafidi
Colton Schwenk
Bridgette Travis
David Vaughan

Skill Area Awards
Michele Cyr
Ashley Krukoff
Alexander Merced

Mansfield Garden Gate Club Scholarship
Ashley Krukoff

Storrs Regional FFA Alumni 
Scholarship Award

William Cassidy
Danielle McDermott
Courtney Pelletier
Nicole Peters

Citizenship Award Ag Ed
Courtney Hawthorne

Storrs Regional FFA Scholarship
Ashley Krukoff

Record Book Award
Michael Magnani

Proficiency Awards 2007-2008
Michael Magnani
Danielle McDermott

Louise Rider Home Economics Award
Jacqueline Rivard

Tech Prep Culinary Arts
Christopher Bruner

Excellence in Culinary Arts
Stacey Varga

Victoria Markland Award
Taryn Duchaineau

Family Studies Award
Annabelle Atkin

Tech Prep Award for Excellence in Human
Anatomy and Allied Health

Anna Garrett
Colton Schwenk 

Technology Education Award
James Schub

Technology Education  
Award for Woodworking

Samuel Saunders

Architecture Award
Adam Ferrero

Video Production
Elijah Allison

Engineering Award
Sean Pritchardthorpe

Robotics
Colin Gallant

STC/CWE Awards
Jason Brown
Chelsea Cherrier
Hawk Jaconski
Trevor Koropatkin
Brittany Lewis
Kyle Mahoney
Brian Sharp
Leah Stygar
Stacey Varga

The Rhoda Shivers Memorial Award in Business
Education

Ryan Olander

Excellence in Accounting
Brendan Flynn

Business Education Award
Kyle Haythorn

DECA
Annabelle Atkin
Kyle Haythorn
Douglas Murphy
Stephen Pelletier
Elizabeth Phillips
Eric Sibiga

The James Allard Memorial Scholarship
Stephen Pelletier

Drama Association Awards
Paige Bailey
Kathleen Miller
Douglas Murphy
Emily Schwab 

Drama Club Awards
Cory Charpentier
Catherine Crossgrove
Jenny Easow
Madeline Hennessey
Jonathan Jackson
Danielle King
Veneranda Kirway
Rafael Perez-Segura
David Vaughan

Dr. Joseph Mercier English Award
Madeline Hennessey

Dorothy Andrews Award
Tannin Kueffner

Sarah Hankins Creative Writing Award
Michelle Ketchum

Distinction in Creative Writing
Madeline Hennessey
Stephanie Martin

Virtu Award
Lisa Konieczny

Special Recognition for Outstanding
Contribution and Leadership in English

Stephanie Armstrong
Jennifer Blanchette
Courtney Dancosse
Taryn Duchaineau
Colin Gallant
Dana Haddad
Ellen LaMonica
Brittney Nye
Ryan Olander
Cassandra Platt
James Schub
Audra Upton

Special Commendation for Achievement and
Interest in English

Annabelle Atkin
Jocelyn Breton
Caroline Engsberg
Katherine Histen
Susannah Hufstader
Marta Jamrozik
Danielle King
Lindsey Kloss
Ashley Krukoff
Brenna LaBarre
Neal  Manaskie
Stephanie Martin
Priyanka Nakka
Christopher O'Hanlon
Rafael Perez-Segura
Ashley Porter
Justin Salisbury
Emily Schwab
Megan Sharma
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Louisa Sonstroem
Emily Szkudlarek
Valerie Thompson
Bridgette Travis

Norah Drake Art Award
Paige Bailey

Senior Art Awards Drawing
Sarah Dumais
Michael Mellady

Senior Art Awards Painting
Paige Bailey
Andrew Bruhn

Senior Art Awards Jewelry
Veneranda Kirway
Trevor Koropatkin

Senior Art Awards Comp Art
Dana Haddad

Senior Art Awards Ceramics
Emily Schwab

Senior Art Awards Sculpture
Stephanie Armstrong

AP Studio Art
Caitlin Alger
Gabrielle Nedweden
Ashley Porter
Minerva Ranjeet

The Connecticut High School Art Award 
Caitlin Alger

The Lily Pad Art Awards
Caitlin Alger
Michael Mellady

Scholastic Art Awards
Caitlin Alger
Megan Sharma

Choral Excellence Award
Nina Hunter
Emily Schwab

National Choral Awards
Louisa Sonstroem 

Excellence in Musicianship Award
David Vaughan

Louis Armstrong Jazz Award
Rafael Perez-Segura

National School Orchestra Award
Caroline Engsberg
Ashlyn Olson

CASS Scholar Musician Award
Ashlyn Olson

Music Parents Association, 
Music Major Awards

Caroline Engsberg
Ashlyn Olson
David Vaughan

Math Department Scholarship
Nathanial Cooper
Nishang Gupta
Grace Lu

Edwin O. Smith Mathematics Award
Erin Cowles
Caroline Engsberg
Alexander Milvae
Priyanka Nakka

Math Department Statistics Award
Nathanial Cooper
Erin Cowles
Madeline Hennessey

The Parker Calculus Award
Grace Lu

Mu Alpha Theta Award
Mohamed Ammar
Dana Boyer
Jocelyn Breton
Nathanial Cooper
Erin Cowles
Julie Kim
Grace Lu

2008 American Math Contest 12
Grace Lu

Connecticut Math Team Award
Nathanial Cooper
Grace Lu

Teachers Awards for class excellence
in various sciences

Annabelle Atkin
Paul Bloom
Jocelyn Breton
Carmine Colangelo
Nathanial Cooper
Anna Garrett
Neal Manaskie
Stephanie Martin
Alexander Milvae
Priyanka Nakka
Gabrielle Nedweden
Sara Puhlick
Meaghan Roy-O'Reilly
Colton Schwenk
Ryan Wagner

Excellence in Science Competition Award
Paul Bloom

Dana Boyer
Colin Brown
Andrew Bruhn
Nathanial Cooper
Jenny Easow
Connor Edington
Crisostomo Gomez
Nishang Gupta
Nishang Gupta
Katherine Histen
Alexander Milvae
Priyanka Nakka
Priyanka Nakka
Sabina Perkins
Kevin Semagin-Damio
Emily Szkudlarek
RyanWagner

Excellence in Science Classroom Award
Zachary Plimpton

The Brian Beckius 
Memorial Scholarship Award

Kenneth Dautrich
Joseph Godlewsky
Sarah LaPrad
Sara Reynolds

Clifford Malone Faculty Science Award
Priyanka Nakka

Clifford Malone Excellence 
in Science Award

Nathanial Cooper

The Arthur Goldberg Award
Erin Cowles

Outstanding Commitment to Social Studies
Rafael Perez-Segura

Modern European History Award
Madeline Hennessey

Excellence in Economics Award
Alexander Milvae

Excellence in US History
Erin Cowles
Danielle King
Grace Lu
Emily Schwab
Louisa Sonstroem
Emily Szkudlarek

Excellence in Human Behavior Award
Lucinda Booth
Christopher Gross
Katherine Histen
Michelle Ketchum
Kaitlin Mindek
Ashley Porter
Megan Rock
Jessalyn Salisbury
Bridgette Travis
Savannah Williams

Interest in Criminal Justice
Nathan Ross

Exceptional Commitment to 
Elimation of Genocide

Neal Manaskie
Ashley Porter

Model United Nations Award
Paul Bloom

Harold Lewis Award
Susannah Hufstader

E. O. Smith Amnesty International Human
Rights Award

Erin Cowles
Susannah Hufstader
Rafael Perez-Segura
Emily Schwab
Kevin Semagin-Damio

The Spanish Award
Lisa Konieczny

The Spanish Careers Award
Justin Salisbury

The Latin Award
Madeline Hennessey

The Latin Award
in Memory of Grace Crawford

Stephanie Martin

The French Award
Alexander Milvae
Meaghan Roy-O'Reilly

American Assoc Teachers of French Outstanding
Senior Award

Priyanka Nakka

The German Award
Johanna Driscoll
Louisa Sonstroem

Henkel-Loctite Corporation Scholarship
Sarah LaPrad

The ESL Award
Julie Kim

Classical Studies Award
Erin Cowles
Caroline Engsberg
Sara Reynolds

Outstanding Achievement
Savannah Williams 

Personal Effort and Achievement
Samuel Saunders
Megan Sharma
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Individual Personal Growth
Michael Fisher
William Freeman
Dana Jenkins
Trevor Koropatkin
Devin Meissner
Michael Zaritheny

Personal Growth in 
Vocational Achievement

Courtney Dancosse
Lindsey Kloss
Zachary Plimpton
Brian Sharp
Thomas Sharp

Individual Determination
and Perseverance Award

Heather Hawkins
Nicole Lawrence
Sophia Murray
Thomas Novack
Nicole Page
James Pritchardthorpe
Ashley Roderick
Andrew Sawyer
Michael Thatcher
Timothy Walsh
Kyle Williams

Best Buddies
Sarah Lavoie
Devin Meissner
Rachel Pilver
Zachary Plimpton

Oracle Awards
Nishang Gupta
Grace Lu

Instructional Media Award
Kevin Semagin-Damio

Students for International 
Activism Socialism Award

Michelle Ketchum
Kevin Semagin-Damio

Blood Drive Award
Annabelle Atkin
Daniel Berger
Jocelyn Breton
Jenny Easow
Anna Garrett
Nishang Gupta
Marta Jamrozik
Julie Kim
Monika Lazauskas
Michael Mellady
Priyanka Nakka
Sabina Perkins
Lucie Jing Ping
Bethany Scafidi
Katharine Shaiken
Leah Stygar
Zachary Sundquist

Student Council Awards
Edward Makuch
Grace Malloy
Benjamin Marouski
Douglas Murphy
Emily Schwab

Exemplary Senior Project Award
Erin Cowles
Alexandria Franchini
Colin Gallant
Dana Haddad
Madeline Hennessey
Susannah Hufstader
Marta Jamrozik
Danielle King
Jedidiah Lane
Douglas Murphy

Stephen Pelletier
Rafael Perez-Segura
Emily Schwab
Louisa Sonstroem

E.O. Smith High School Booster Club Award
Nicole Cote
Colin Gallant

CAS/CIAC Scholar Athlete Award
Kenneth Dautrich
Grace Lu

CIAC Award of Excellence
Susannah Hufstader
Ryan Olander

Perseverance and Athletics Award
Justin Salisbury

Athletic Service Award
Erin Cowles
Marysa Semprebon

E. O. Smith Spirit Award
Katherine Histen
Benjamin Marouski

Volunteerism Award
Erin Cowles
Matthew Ouimette

Peer Natural Helpers Recognition
Annabelle Atkin
Dana Boyer
Samuel Cox
Colin Gallant
Katherine Histen
Danielle King
Tannin Kueffner
Brenna LaBarre
Michael Mellady
Ryan Olander
Michael Portello
Bethany Scafidi
Megan Sharma
Lindsay Sutherland
Ryan Wagner

Lions Club Award
Colin Gallant
Danielle King

Michael McCarthy Award
Katherine Histen
Danielle King
Tannin Kueffner

World of Difference Award
Minerva Ranjeet

Quiet Leadership Award
Jennifer Blanchette
Catherine Crossgrove
Connor Edington
Sarah Elliott
Noah Goldberg-Bohr
Tanisha Harris
Rebecca Heinz
Amanda Jordan
Naomi Jungden
Stephen Pelletier
Jessalyn Salisbury
Kyle Strong
Lindsay Sundberg

Edwin O. Smith High School Teachers’
Association Scholarship

William Freeman
Julie Kim
Michael Mellady
Joanna Ryan
Justin Salisbury
Savannah Williams

Frank DeLoreto Memorial Scholarship
Keri Radell

E.O. Smith Parents’ Association Award
Caitlin Alger
Annabelle Atkin
Paige Bailey
Alicia Berry
Catherine Crossgrove

Anna Garrett
Rebecca Heinz
Daniel Kagan
Jedidiah Lane
Grace Malloy
Douglas Murphy
Hannah Palmer
Lucie Jing Ping
Elyjah Shapera
Lindsay Sutherland

Mansfield Middle School Association
Scholarship

Marta Jamrozik

Southeast PTO Scholarship
Matthew Ouimette

Goodwin PTO Scholarship
Jenny Easow

Vinton PTA Scholarship
Sabina Perkins

Ionic Lodge Citizenship Award
Bethany Scafidi

Storrs Commons Scholarship
Andrew Bruhn
Susannah Hufstader

Mansfield Self & RV Storage Scholarship
Tanisha Harris

Jostens Textbook Scholarships  
Wendy Aforismo
Adam Ferrero

The George and Anna Tremko 
Memorial Scholarship

Marta Jamrozik

Ashford Senior Center Award
Brendan Flynn

Charles Kramer Scholarship
Jessalyn Salisbury

The Chris Emond Memorial Scholarship
Katherine Histen

Willington PTA Endowment Scholarship
Lisa Konieczny

Willington Scholarship Foundation Endowment
Award

Jocelyn Breton

The Corp. Henry Toberman VFW Post 938 and
Ladies' Auxiliary Scholarship

Justin Salisbury

Willington Scholarship Foundation Award
(Stafford Lions Tom Borovicka Endowment)
Emily Szkudlarek

Willington Scholarship Foundation
Cory Charpentier
Carmine Colangelo
Johanna Driscoll
Sarah LaPrad
Daniel Phipps
Michael Portello
Ashley Porter
Sara Puhlick
Meaghan Roy-O'Reilly
Justin Salisbury

Willington Hill Fire Department Memorial
Scholarship Award

Sara Puhlick
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I recently read an article on the web that discussed the physical
benefits of playing the Nintendo Wii.  Experts were arguing that the
increased motion needed to play was essentially exercise, and  that
in games like Wii Boxing, participants could easily break a sweat.
I found this article amusing, not because of the debate over the how
physically demanding playing the Wii is, but because of a proposal
that was mentioned in the piece: Nintendo Wiis should be added to
a school’s physical education curriculum.  While Mrs. Magner
would probably “tongue-in-cheek” agree with this proposal (“Wii
Tennis is tiring.  Like, you have to move your wrist”), it is, in this
author’s opinion, nothing more than a degrading statement and sad
example of how the American physical education standard is
declining.  To be able to put the words “video games” and “physi-

cal education” in the same sentence is
absurd.  While I acknowledge that the
Nintendo Wii is a much more active game
console than say, the PSP or XBOX 360, a
good game of Wii Boxing cannot compare to

a class of ultimate Frisbee or wacky speedball.  Moreover, using
video games as exercise equipment is not some technological inno-
vation, but instead a justification of how society has become
dependent on electronics.

Here’s a fact: in today’s society only about half of American ado-
lescents exercise regularly, while a third of elementary and second-
ary schools offer daily physical education classes.  The lack of
school-funded exercise, coupled with the convenience of a seden-
tary lifestyle (who needs football when you have Madden 08?) has
resulted in what some consider the scariest revolution of our time:
the obesity epidemic.  Numerous books by very smart people have
been written on the topic, and the fears about obesity are only
bound to increase with time.  

Now you’re probably asking: is this person going to bash the Wii
for the entire article? Well, no. I like video games as much as any-
one, and I personally have nothing against the Wii. It’s the proposal
to replace gaming with exercise that really catches my ire.
However, I’d like to end the piece with a couple of thoughts.
Think of them as the mints after the buffet dinner.

For one, NHS has a pile of laser guns that they would be willing
to loan out.  Extra batteries not included.  
Secondly, instead of trying to promote physical education at our
school (I personally find our program adequate), why not try and
put more emphasis on school-sanctioned teams.  For instance,
allow those who compete in an after school sport (whether it be
varsity, JV, AAU, etc) to be exempt from a semester of physical
education for every season they complete.  The two extra study
halls per week may not change the world, but they can encourage
the time-strapped student to consider doing a sport.  Moreover, how
about trying to showcase and recognize sports teams more often at
our school?  The Sports Awards events do well in highlighting team
achievements, but are usually only attended by student athletes and
their parents.  I believe that at least some people would enjoy hav-
ing a video showcasing their team on the morning announcements.
If not, at least it would bring more awareness to the teams we
already have at our school and encourage more of a sports environ-
ment.

The Oracle

Respect. Responsibility. Integrity. Achievement. Community. The five core values of
our school have been pounded into our brains since the moment we stepped through its doors.
These are the standards the faculty feels we need to meet in order to succeed. These are the
standards we must live up to in order to receive a five-dollar gift card to Starbucks. It is true
that these values are important in life, but what about our own personal values?  We as individ-
uals have separate voices and goals. We have our own values to live by and standards to meet.
So when I see students being rewarded for the five values to which we should already adhere
every day, it makes me wonder why none of us is ever recognized for embracing our individual
principles. It makes me wonder why we are never asked about our own convictions, or what
we believe the core values of our school should be.  In an effort to address these questions, I

took these ideas and, with a group of other motivated and passionate stu-
dents, made them the basis for the organization, “Advocates for
Students’ Equalities.” A.S.E., which is entirely student run, provides a
vantage point from which we can look around at our school and ask,
“What needs to be changed?” This question extends much further than

the five core values and into other issues, such as the way students treat one another and the
way we treat ourselves. We look at flawed student-teacher relationships and wonder what can
be done to fix them. We discuss issues concerning gender and social equality. Most impor-
tantly, we look to promote self-discovery and awareness. Too many students aim only for
goals set for us by adults rather than striving for objectives of our own. When we open our
eyes to our true aspirations, we will know who we really are.

Please help us to reach our goal of reaching out to students and seeing what they want from
the school. Come and share your own ideas, and tell us what you expect from Advocates for
Students’ Equalities by coming to our meetings. We meet Mondays after school in Room 218.
We hope you will contribute.

Commentary
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Personal Values
Deserve Attention, Too 

Advocates for Students’ Equalities A
Place Where Students Drive
Conversation About School
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Freshman Experiment
with Leadership Council
This year the freshman class decided to try having a leadership council instead of class offi-

cers. Six people submitted petitions, and six was the number we wanted on the council, so
everyone got in and there weren’t any election speeches or voting. 

We were mostly trying to plan events for fundraising and to get the class together so people
from the different middle schools could meet. One of the things we did was take kids to the
Mansfield Movieplex on a half-day Monday to see 10,000 B.C. Ten people went, but many oth-
ers said they would have gone to a different movie. 

Calin also ran a Super Smash Brothers tournament after school. We provided snacks and a big
screen TV. This event was very successful. 

The last fundraising idea we tried was selling having a dinner in the school cafeteria before the
chorus concert. We sold pizza, salad, and drinks, but we didn’t have much time to get the word
out, so there weren’t a lot of people there. 

The leadership council of the class of 2011 this year was Nick Brier, Kelsey Dutta, Brendan
Mcmahon, Caitlin Solomon, Emily Westa, and Ayla Zuraw-Friedland. Next year, we’re going
back to the officer system (President, VP, treasurer, secretary).



Wicca:  A word that has some negative connotations
and some less then negative connotations.  First things
first!  Wicca is not evil or black magic; it isn’t Satanic

(no Wiccan in their right mind would say they are
aligned with the Christian church’s idea of Satan).  Wicca
is a real religion, and is nature rather than church based.
The people who practice Wicca are known as Wiccans or

as witches or pagans, but not everyone chooses to use
those titles, because of the connotations those words

hold.  Not all Wiccans are witches and not all witches are
Wiccans. Using that title is more a matter of personal

choice.
The history of Wicca stretches farther back in history

then we could probably ever hope to uncover.  Though
back in the Middle Ages, there were attempts to wipe
Wicca out (the Inquisition), it survived underground for
centuries, and was ‘brought back’, if you will, in the
1950’s by a man named Gerald Gardner.  He quite
humbly named his own branch of Wicca the ‘Gardnerian
Tradition.’ There are multiple Traditions in Wicca, each
with their own ideas and perceptions of what is what and
who should be worshipped.

Wicca is a polytheistic religion, meaning that they wor-
ship more than one god (though in the Dianic Tradition,
they solely worship the Goddess).  The main deity figure
worshipped is the Goddess, with a male deity known as
the Horned Man or the God as her consort.

For the purpose of this article, there are two ‘types’ of
practitioners of Wicca.  There’s the solitary practitioner,
who, for whatever reason, prefers to work alone. There
are also practitioners who are parts of covens.  The word
‘coven’ in Wicca means a group of people (numbering
anywhere from 3 to 13, usually) who get together at cer-
tain times of the week or year to celebrate their religion.

Solitary practitioners of Wicca do pretty much every-
thing done in a coven.  For example, they choose a deity
or two to be their own personal saints.  Deities can be
chosen from the Roman or Celtic pantheons.

Another example is the celebrating of the Sabbats.
Over the course of the year, there are eight ‘major’
Sabbats on the Wiccan calendar, with the more minor
holidays known as ‘esbats’ scattered throughout.  The
eight Sabbat holidays begin with Samhain (the witches’
new year) on either Oct. 31st or Nov. 1st.  Next is Yule
on Dec. 21st, then Imbolc on Feb. 1st, Ostara on the
Vernal Equinox, Beltane on May 1st, Lammas on Aug.
2nd, and Mabon on the Autumnal Equinox (which occurs
sometime in September).  A solitary can celebrate each
one in his or her own home, while a coven will choose
an area able to accommodate their size.

I have offered a sampling of material to be found while
researching the Wiccan religion.  Entire books on Wicca
have been and will continue to be written to describe
individual practices and preferences. No one single defi-
nition of Wicca is adequate.  The beauty of Wicca is its
universality.

A Word About Wicca

I recently read an article on the web that discussed the
physical benefits of playing the Nintendo Wii.  Experts
were arguing that the increased motion needed to play
was essentially exercise, and  that in games like Wii
Boxing, participants could easily break a sweat.  I found
this article amusing, not because of the debate over the
how physically demanding playing the Wii is, but
because of a proposal that was mentioned in the piece:
Nintendo Wiis should be added to a school’s physical
education curriculum.  While Mrs. Magner would proba-
bly “tongue-in-cheek” agree with this proposal (“Wii
Tennis is tiring.  Like, you have to move your wrist”), it
is, in this author’s opinion, nothing more than a degrad-
ing statement and sad example of how the American
physical education standard is declining.  To be able to
put the words “video games” and “physical education” in
the same sentence is absurd.  While I acknowledge that
the Nintendo Wii is a much more active game console
than say, the PSP or XBOX 360, a good game of Wii
Boxing cannot compare to a class of ultimate Frisbee or
wacky speedball.  Moreover, using video games as exer-
cise equipment is not some technological innovation, but
instead a justification of how society has become
dependent on electronics.

Here’s a fact: in today’s society only about half of
American adolescents exercise regularly, while a third of
elementary and secondary schools offer daily physical
education classes.  The lack of school-funded exercise,
coupled with the convenience of a sedentary lifestyle
(who needs football when you have Madden 08?) has
resulted in what some consider the scariest revolution of
our time: the obesity epidemic.  Numerous books by
very smart people have been written on the topic, and the
fears about obesity are only bound to increase with time.  

Now you’re probably asking: is this person going to
bash the Wii for the entire article? Well, no. I like video
games as much as anyone, and I personally have nothing
against the Wii. It’s the proposal to replace gaming with
exercise that really catches my ire.  However, I’d like to
end the piece with a couple of thoughts.  Think of them
as the mints after the buffet dinner.

For one, NHS has a pile of laser guns that they would
be willing to loan out.  Extra batteries not included.  
Secondly, instead of trying to promote physical educa-
tion at our school (I personally find our program ade-
quate), why not try and put more emphasis on school-
sanctioned teams.  For instance, allow those who com-
pete in an after school sport (whether it be varsity, JV,
AAU, etc) to be exempt from a semester of physical edu-
cation for every season they complete.  The two extra
study halls per week may not change the world, but they
can encourage the time-strapped student to consider
doing a sport.  Moreover, how about trying to showcase
and recognize sports teams more often at our school?
The Sports Awards events do well in highlighting team
achievements, but are usually only attended by student
athletes and their parents.  I believe that at least some
people would enjoy having a video showcasing their
team on the morning announcements.  If not, at least it
would bring more awareness to the teams we already
have at our school and encourage more of a sports envi-
ronment.

Idea of Allowing
Wii To Count as

Physical
Education is

Comical

Fear of Senior
Projects is
Overrated

By Nicole Cote

When the time comes along to do his or her senior
project, almost every senior is going to put up a huge
fuss about it. In reality though, it isn’t that much work,
and if you pick the right topic you can even have fun
with it. One of the things that I cannot stress enough to
upcoming seniors is to pick a topic that you are interest-
ed in and will motivate you. The teachers grading your
project will have seen a lot of projects, you have to
catch their attention by being interested in what you’re
talking about. An audience can tell when you are just
standing up there and talking, and that’s when the audi-
ence becomes bored. I chose the history of college
coaching in basketball as my topic because I love bas-
ketball and I knew I could do a lot of research and find
out things that I didn’t already know. I also knew that I
could make the project exciting and fun for myself
because it would be something I enjoy talking about. 

When it comes to the community connection part of
the project, don’t just pick the first things that you see
available. Try as best as you can to do something related
to your topic and that you are truly interested in being
involved in. You will be spending at least eight hours
doing it so it might as well be something you enjoy,
right? For me personally I knew that I wanted to do
something involving basketball, and I also knew that in
the future I wanted to become a coach, so I thought why
not help coach a middle school team? This turned out to
be a really good experience because I was able to share
some of my knowledge with the kids as well as learn
from another coach. As for my product or activity that I
wanted to do, I chose to help out the returning players
from last year’s freshman team by making them a
brochure of what they should do to be prepared for the
upcoming season as a JV or Varsity player. 
Another bit of advice that I must put out there is to do

every part in sections and do them on time. The dates
are spread out for a reason, so try not to wait until the
last minute to do it all. If you do everything on time you
will find it to be a whole lot less stressful and you won’t
have to do as much work at one time. This was one
thing that really helped me and made me more relaxed
when doing my own project. So coming from me I am
telling you to not stress out about the “big bad senior
project,” because all in all it really is not that bad if you
go about it the right way. 

The Covenant Soup Kitchen is a part of St. Paul's
Episcopal church in Willimantic.  This was the place
where I did my community connection for the senior
project.  After going to this place twice for a total of six
hours, I could see some of the hardships that result from
a life of drug use and addiction.  While I was volunteer-
ing, one of the things I had to do was serve food to the
people dining there.  When I was doing this I noticed
that many of the people there were normal every day
people, maybe St. Paul churchgoers, who were looking
for a bite to eat.  Others however, were people who
appeared to have a need for food that they could not
afford.  They were seeking the nutrition they needed to
maintain a healthy life.  Some of the same people clear-
ly had been struggling with substance abuse.
Sometimes I would encounter a man or woman who had
what looked like needle marks on their arms.  Other
times a person would appear to be struggling mentally,
in a way that would seem like they were high or on
drugs.  The bottom line is that often times a life of using
and abusing drugs can end up with an individual spend-
ing his or her time doing things he or she never intended
to do.  Although the people who dine at the Soup
Kitchen are usually good people, many of them clearly
struggle with just living a healthy life.

Volunteering at
Soup Kitchen an

Eye Opening
Experience

by Francisco Bravo

I chose the topic of Domestic Abuse for my project.
Before my research, I knew that Domestic abuse had to
do with people getting hurt. I knew from movies and
stories that it was usually a male that did the abusing
towards a female. 
After my research, I realized how much I did not know
about this problem. As a result, I felt ignorant of what
was going on in domestic violence situations. I learned
that domestic abuse wasn't just about hurting a victim
physically. Abusers make sure they abuse their victim in
any way possible. The abuser usually wants the victim to
feel completely helpless and worthless. The abuser wants
to control every aspect of the victim's life. For instance,
they want to control where the victim goes, whom they
speak to and meet and what they do with their money.
Often they threaten to harm the victim's children, or just
threaten the victims themselves. I learned that women
are six times more likely to be abused then men, which
is terrible statistic. 

I picked Domestic abuse as my senior project because I
feel that everyone should know what I've learned. I pre-
sented my project Tuesday April 29th in room 215.  In
closing, I feel that every one should hear a quote I hear
from a woman who had been in an abusive relationship,
"Domestic abuse doesn't just happen "out there" some-
where. It happens in our town, our neighborhood, on our
streets. It happens to men and women we see at the
supermarket, the movie theater, the ballet, and the PTA
board meeting. It happens to our friends and our co-
workers. It happens to our mothers and fathers, our
daughters and sons and it could even happen to our-
selves."

Domestic Abuse
By Alex Merced
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