Josh Dougenik, Kyle Rosebush , Jacob Dunnack, Shawn Davis, and Josh Privee pose for a quick
team photo before taking their team into action in the DECA Dodgeball Tournament.

Team Flex does some pre-tournament stretching... They got roasted in first round, but the unis were sweet.

The DECA Dodgeball tournament drew a large crowd
of participants in November.

Disappointed that his weightlifting hadn’t quite gotten him

where he wanted to be yet, John Mindek went ahead and

drew some muscles onto himself in preparation for the

Dodgeball Tourney. He warmed up first with some ping . . .

pong.



QObpotlight

Working in an Impoverished
Mexican Village, Senior
Emma Lane Continues to
Build Homes --and an
Enduring Connection

By Adrienne Vitullo

Emma Lane, a senior at EO, is an active contributor to her community. Not only does
she participate in various fundraisers and charity events throughout the area, she also
travels annually to Oaxaca, Mexico with the non-profit organization Simply Smiles.
Emma spends a large part of her summer vacations building cinderblock houses for the
people of the Oaxaca community who live in their local dump. What affects and disap-
points her most she says of the desperate conditions of the community is, "the rich and
posh" town that surrounds the dump. She believes the people in the affluent area "inten-
tionally remain ignorant" of the conditions of the community in the dump. Though she

Emma Lane, center-right in hat, has made several trips to Oaxaca, Mexico, where she
helps build cinderblock homes for people who are forced to live in the local dump.

This summer, she will also visit and aid the remote village of a needy native tribe.

will return to Oaxaca this summer, she will add another trip to her constantly expanding
repertoire of charity works. Emma will work with a tribe of Zapotec Indians who live in
an isolated mountain village in Mexico and have limited resources which make it impos-
sible to maintain livestock or produce their own food. While there, Emma will help to
build dormitories for future volunteers as well as aid the village in becoming self-sustain-
able. Before her trip in April, Emma will create a quilt for the tribe with the help of her
mentor and experienced quilter, Gloria
Bent. The quilt will be made of sec-
ond-hand skirts which Emma believes
will augment the number of "hands
contributing to and being devoted to the
quilt," and therefore the Zapotec com-
munity. Emma's goal is to create a last-
ing relationship with the Zapotec tribe
she will be working with as well as
linking their community to her own.
She looks forward to "a new Simply
Smiles experience as [she] has only
worked on projects with pre-established
relationships with the natives." On this
| trip she will be helping to "improve the
'| sense of community and trust with
Simply Smiles and the natives," a goal
that is important to her. In preparation
for her trip, Emma has been taking
Spanish at EO in order to speak with
the natives and make the experience
more authentic. A true humanitarian,
Emma has used the senior project as a
means of becoming educated about another culture as well as aiding in the creation of a
worldwide community.

For more information about the Simply Smiles Organization visit www.simplysmiles.org

Introducing Our
Twi New Ard
— Teachers!

Ms. Andrews and Ms. Bunnell are two new teachers who recently joined
our E.O. Smith faculty. Ms. Andrews joined us last year, and Ms. Bunnell
came this fall.

Ms. Andrews started here last year. She grew up in Tolland, an athlete and
artist who played softball, soccer, and boys hardball against E.O. Smith -
pretty strange now that she teaches here. She graduated from Tolland High
School in 1999. Ms. Andrews got involved in art because she always liked
it. Her mother said that as soon as
Ms. Andrews was able to hold a
pencil, she was drawing away.
While growing up, she drew on
whatever she got her hands on,
including newspapers and napkins
| if she ran out of paper. Fortunately
for her parents, shr did not draw on
the walls. As a child Ms. Andrews
liked to be outside catching frogs,
building forts, and sometimes forc-
ing her little brother to eat mud. In
| middle school she figured out that
| she liked art because she always
won when her art teacher entered
her in art contests. She got her
Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts at the Monteserrat College of Art in Beverly,
Massachusetts right off the north shore of Boston, and went back for her
teaching certificate. After college Ms. Andrews worked as a commercial
illustrator before becoming a teacher. Her hobbies are watching and playing
sports, gardening, and being involved with animals with the Parrot
Association. She likes a little bit of all kinds of music. When students look
at her iPod they think that the mixture of sounds does not make any sense.
She currently resides in Ashford with a ton of animals including three par-
rots, two cats, and a dog.

Ms. Bunnell grew up in Willington and was an E.O. Smith student. She
always had an interest in art, which
increased as she got older. While
she was in high school, Mrs.
Bunnell's mother constantly said
that one day her daughter would
become an art teacher. After high
school Mrs. Bunnell went to the
University of Connecticut, where
she realized that she would like to
teach in front of a group because
she felt that she could transform
any topic she taught. While at
UConn, she got her Bachelor's
Degree in Fine Arts, concentrating
on sculpture and print making
before teaching art. She has trav-
eled around the world, spending
time in Ecuador, Thailand, Mexico, and Spain. She also traveled to Texas,
where she acquired a truck with 170,000 miles. Someday she hopes to visit
to Peru and Cambodia. She currently resides in Willington, in a different
house than the one in which she grew up.

Welcome to EOS!
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Guys, what is your favorite thing about Thanksgiving?

Michael Brown, Junior Jason Madl, Senior Ryan Ouimette, Junior

The mashed potatoes. I make a big old That wrestling always starts the following .
crater in there and fill that lake to Monday. Aside from that, I love the The turkey... bathed in gravy.

overflowing with gravy! smoked turkey that my family makes
every year..... melts in your mouth.

Okay, and what was the best present you ever
got for Christmas?

Nate Cuyler, Sophomore

The Trifecta: You take some turkey,
some mashed potatoes, and some cran-

berry sauce, put it all on your fork, and
there it is.

| - ¢
Mr. Bochicchio, Math Teacher

...man, that thing was sweet.

Castle Grayskull. It was THE CASTLE. It had a

draw bridge which was a giant mouth, and all kinds of
other cool stuff!

Dillon Desilets, Senior

Easy: Power Rangers!

Christian Orozco, Senior

Ryan Vanover, Senior

Getting to have Brittany for a best friend. Hotwheels. I drove them like this.





