REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT #19

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES
FOR DECEMBER 2, 2008

EDWIN O. SMITH HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
1235 STORRS ROAD

STORRS, CONNECTICUT  06268

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by chairman, Francis Archambault.

PRESENT:  Francis Archambault, Herbert Arico, Janice Chamberlain, Bob Jellen, Therese John, Bob Kremer, Elizabeth McCosh-Lilie, Elizabeth Peczuh, Debbie Potvin, Bill Ryan, Bruce Silva (superintendent), Cherie Trahan (controller) and Jessie Mehroff (student representative)
ABSENT:
Frank Krasicki, Mike Sibiga

OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK:
No Requests
REPORTS:
Debbie Potvin reported that the personnel committee had met and would be entering into executive session at the end of the meeting for contract negotiations.

Bill Ryan reported that the finance committee had met and reviewed and approved the budget transfers.  He reminded board members that the annual district/municipal budget sharing information meeting would be held this Thursday, December 4th.    He also reported that the building committee has had several meetings since the last board meeting and the committee would be presenting a motion for the athletic fields renovation project this evening. 

It was the consensus of the board to have motions added to the agenda in reference to the renovation project and also hiring procedures.
Bob Jellen stated that the curriculum committee would be meeting in the near future.

Herb Arico updated board members on the activities of the EASTCONN Board of Directors.

Student representative Jessie Mehroff updated board members on the activities of the student congress.  The homecoming weekend was a big success.  The student congress is currently discussing different charitable activities to be held during the holiday season.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:
Superintendent Silva introduced science teacher Bill Green.  Mr. Green was congratulated for being the recipient of a $3,700 grant from Toshiba.

SPECIAL REPORT:

Board members recognized John Blomstrann for his outstanding service as the Athletic Director for E.O. Smith High School for the years 1993-2008.
CONSENT AGENDA:

MOTION:
By Therese John, seconded by Bob Jellen, to approve or receive for the record the following items on the consent agenda:
That the Regional School District #19 Board of Education approve the minutes of the November 4, 2008 Board meeting.

That the Regional School District #19 Board of Education accept, with regret, the retirement of Bonnie Card, effective December 31, 2008. 
That the Regional School District #19 approve salary transfers to the current 2008-2009 budget, as recommended by the finance committee. 


VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

MOTION:
by Bill Ryan, seconded by Therese John to approve going to referendum on February 10, 2008 for improvement of the outdoor athletic facilities not to exceed

three million nine hundred fifty dollars.

Discussion:
Board members discussed the motion. Members of the audience were also allowed to ask questions about the proposal during the discussion.  The project will include a new track and artificial service field, lights, P.A. system, bleachers, concession stand, restroom and press box facilities.  Also the tennis court will be redone and the Farrell Fields will be irrigated.  Bob Kremer noted that the 2009/10 budget will not be impacted by this project.  Bill Ryan also noted that the average increase to taxpayers would be between $32.00 to $42.00 during the most expensive year.


VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

MOTION:
by Debbie Potvin, seconded by Bob Jellen to enter into executive session at 8:30 p.m. with Bruce Silva in attendance to discussion contract negotiations.

Moved out of executive session at 8:40 p.m.
MOTION:
by Debbie Potvin, seconded by Bob Jellen, to approve the 3 year contract with the E.O. Smith High School Teachers’ Association, effective July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2012.

VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

MOTION:
by Bill Ryan, seconded by Bob Kremer, to freeze all new hires unless individually approved by the board for the current school year.

VOTE:

All in Favor with one Abstention: Herb Arico

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynda Breault, Board Clerk
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